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& 58 History

The history of Hougang Elementary School can be traced back to the "Cigu Public School Hougang Branch”
established on March 20, 1928 during the Japanese colonial period. At the beginning of the school's establishment,
there was no school building available, so classes were temporarily held in private houses. In June of the same year
a new classroom was built near the original Taitan Village Market.

On July 24, 1935, the first of many name changes occurred - to "Hougang Public School". About the same time,
there was a proposal to move the school and by 1941, a new school was built at the current site, although the
transition of students took six years.

Over the next two decades, name changes continued. On May 1, 1941, it was renamed "Hougang National School"
due to the revision of Taiwan's Education Order. It was then renamed "Tainan County Cigu Township Second
National School" on January 17, 1946, and on December 17 of the same year, "Tainan Hougang National School".

In July 1964, nutritious lunches were provided to school children, and that practice continues to this day. On August
1, 1968, due to the implementation of nine-year compulsory national education in Taiwan, the school was
restructured into the "Hougang Elementary School". On August 1, 2001, Dingshan Elementary School was merged
into Hougang Elementary School and became the school’s “Dingshan Branch”. In 2008, the Dingshan branch closed
due to.insufficient enrolments, and the students were transferred to the Hougang Elementary School main campus.
Hougang Elementary School has gained a reputation for their use of the creative arts - music, dance, drama, visual
artsy and creative writing - as a tool for fostering innovation, critical thinking, and self-expression. This approach
continues to this day, and in a rapidly changing world, creativity and innovation will provide greater opportunities for
our students.
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£l T2 | RE A Creative Campus

Hougang Elementary School is located in the Cigu District of Tainan City, in the southern coastal area of Taiwan.
Most of the residents are engaged in aguaculture and farming. The children of Hougang are friendly and cheerful.
Also, they are full of positivity, curiosity, and fearlessness.

At Hougang Elementary, we actively look for artistic resources, and invite artists to provide art and literature
courses. This engages students' interest and encourages art appreciation by using thematic teaching material.

We also incorporate local materials like oyster shells, salt, driftwood, and other marine resources into our teaching.
We integrate the imagery of the local fauna such as the black-faced spoonbill birds and the milkfish. For first and
second grades, there is a project lesson called "Gift from the Sea". Students make small books, coastal art
decorations, and treasure maps to realize and appreciate the beauty of and the threats to the ocean. For third and
fourth grades, the project lesson is called "Coastal Treasure Hunt . Through on-the-spot exploration, students get
to know the coastal animals and plants up close and in person. Students use seashells, clams, oyster shells, coastal
plant leaves, and seeds to make puppets and multi-dimensional art to create exciting representations of Hougang.

For fifth and sixth grades, we put emphasis on the concept of a "campus art gallery” by creating installation art. In
so doing, we hope to create a campus full of vitality, beauty, and fun.
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Digital
Learning

Science, technology, and English are basic abilities for

students, now and in the future. In order to reach our goals,

we provide computational thinking and programming courses
from grade 4 to grade 6.

We aim to solve scientific issues and tasks connected to real
life through cooperative tasks so that students can learn the
importance of teamwork and develop independent thinking
through problem solving.
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The improvement of English
proficiency for every student is
our goal. In order to provide an
all-English learning experience,
we have recruited native English
speaking foreign teachers for our
school who co-teach with the
local Hougang teachers.
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Reading is the foundation of lifelong learning. Reading can help students acquire knowledge
and skills, develop thinking skills, cultivate emotional literacy, enhance creativity, and
establish values. The school proactively organizes diversified reading activities to raise
students’ interest in reading. For example, promoting MSSR, online shared reading, birthday
books, teacher reading workshop, Book Planet, reading certification, good book —_—
recommendations, reading competitions, reading rankings, inviting writers to the school, and.._ i
taking children to bookstores and libraries to expose them to a variety of books. The school
proactively creates a bookish campus so students can read anytime and anywhere on
campus. Each classroom has a cozy reading corner, allowing children to enjoy readingin a
comfortable environment and develop good reading habits from an early age.
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Education

Hougang Elementary School’ s outdoor education promotes
physical and mental development through personal experience
of the natural environment. This allows students to observe and
explore the outdoors first-hand, thereby enhancing their
understanding and care for nature.

Outdoor education activities often require teamwork to
complete. While participating in these activities, students learn
how to work with others, divide work, communicate, and
resolve conflicts.

Additionally, outdoor education activities often involve various
challenges, such as weather changes, rugged terrain, and
unexpected events. When facing these challenges, students
learn how to solve problems, respond to emergencies, and
improve their adaptability and self confidence.

Our outdoor activities include ecological observation,
environmental education, mountaineering, cycling, food and
agriculture education, and many more. To encourage physical
fitness, golf, running, and other sport activities are offered for
fun and exercise, and this promotes the students' healthy
physical and mental development.”
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